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SERMON 


| Preach'd before the 
UEEN. 


COLOS. I. 12. 


Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in light. 


Lthough the greateſt part of the numerous 
A Oft-ſpring, which hath hitherto proceeded 
from Adam's Loins, be departed out of this 
Life, and are ſeen no more among us; yet 
we muſt not therefore think that they are cealed to be, 
or to live : For (till their Souls are as really alive 1n 
the other World, as weare now in this. And as it 15 
with us here, that ſome live ill, and others well : So 
| it iS with them too; only in an higher Degree. For 
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ſome, and as we have juſt cauſe to fear, the greateſt part 

of them live with the Fiends of Hell in the Infernal 

Pit, where they have no Light, nothing but Darkneſs 

and Horror to the utmoſt extremity round about them : 

where they are always weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing their Tecth, fretting and tormenting them- 

{elves at the remembrance of their former Sins and-Fol- 

lies : where, as Chriſt himſelf hath told us, The 

Mar. 9. 44. worm Aieth not, and the fire is not quenched : That is, 
their Conſciences, like greedy and inſatiable, Worms are 

always gnawing, and the fire of God's Wrath 1s conti- 

nually burning in their Breaſts, never to be quenched 

or abated. They cannot forbear thinking of. what 

. they have done, though every thought cuts them to 
their very Hearts, and ſeems ready to {plit them in ſun 


der. 


They cannot forbear looking upon God, although 
they can ſee nothing in Him but the Wrath and Anger 
which they themſelves have kindled ; which fo mn- 
cenſcs and enrageth their Minds, that they are all in 
a flame with fury and indignation at themſelves for it. 
By which means they are continually, as it were, up- 
on a Wrack, Diſtorted, Aﬀi@&ed, Diſtracted, Con- 
founded ; hurried about from place to place, but can 
find no reſt, no quict ; every thing is unealie and trou- 
bleſome to them: Yea, they are a burden tothemlelves, 
they cannot. endure themſelves, but wiſh Ten thouſand 
times they had been better, or had never been at all, 
or could ceaſe to be, or could be any thing but what 
they are. But all in vain. And which 1s worſt of all, 
they do not only ſuffer the extremity of Pain and An- 
gh at preſent, but they can ſee no end of it : Yea, 
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they ſee there will be no end atall, being fully aſſured, 
that this muſt be their Portion for ever. 


Whereas on the other fide, there are others, who 
are not ouly free from all the Miſeries and Torments 
which thoſe poor Creatures undergo, but always lis 
in Heaven, in Light, and Love, and Joy, and Peace, 
an1 Glory, the higheſt thar chey are able to imagine or 
delire z being briskx and lively, chearful and pleaſant, 
Holy and Happy all over. And that too (as we ſhall 
{ee more preſently) not only now and then, but conti- 
nually ; nor for {ome time only, but toall Eternity. 


Now we who are (till upon Earth, are as yet in nei- 
ther of theſe States, neither ſo extremely Miſerable as 
che firſt are, nor ſo perfettly Happy as thoſe are we 
ſpake of lait : but as it were in the middle between 
both. But fo {von as ever we deparc out of this Life, 
we (hall be immediately 1:1 one of them, as certuinly as 
we are now here. And I do net queſtion but t:zar you 
all hope for and dciire the latter, even to live with 
thoſe Blefled Sou!s w!:ich enjoy perpetual Reſt and Fe- 
licity in the other World : And that one great End of 
your coming hither at thi3 time, 15 to learn what you 
muſt do in ordcr to it. And verily ye do well to take 
all Opportunities you can get, of being athlted and di- 
reed in it. Forit 1s a great Thing that yon propoſe to 
your ſelves, which can never be attain'd without much 
care and pains about it. And you are not certain how 
long time you have to do it in, but moſt certain it is 
nct very long, Eut bleſſed be God, you are all as yet 
in a Capacity of cbtaining it, and it is your own fau't 
if avy of ycuſhyil hipoen to miſs of ir, For Almizhry 
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God plainly ſhews how delirous He is to have youlive 
with Him, and fo be Happy in the other World, in 
that He is ſtill pleaſed to attord you all the Means that He 
hath appointed for that purpoſe : Witneſs your meeting 
together here at this time, to joyn together in Prayer to 
his Divine Goodneſs for his Aſſiſtance in the purſuit of 


it > and to be put in mind of the courſe and method - 


which you are to take for the accompliſhment of ſo 

reat and good an End. Concerning which therefore I 
ſhall give you the beſt and plaineſt DireCtionsT can from 
the Words which I have now read. In which we may 
obſerve, 


1. What kind of Perſons they are, who are or ſhall be 
Happy in the other World; They are Sazzts. 


IT. The Happineſs they enjoy there, here call'd the I:- 
heritance of the Saints in light. 


HI. They who deſire to enjoy that Happineſs muſt be 
duly qualitied for it, or as it is here exprefſed, made 
zeet to be partakers of it. 


IV. All who are ſo qualified, muſt aſcribe it wholly un- 
to God, and give him thanks for it, as we ſee here 
St. Payl doth, Giving thanks to the Father, who hath 


male us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints in light. 


Firſt therefore as to the Perſons who live ſo Hap- 
pily in the other World, they are here called Sazzts. It 
13 the Inheritance of the Saints, of all the Saints, and 
ot them only. It 1s proper and peculiar to them, ſo 

; that 
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that noneelſe have any Right or Title to it, nor can ever _ 
have any Part or Portion in it. And that there 1s ſuch 

a Company and Society of Men in the World, which 
are truly called Saints, cannot be deny'd by any Chriſti- 
an; it being one of the Articlesof our Creed, wherein 
we profeſs to believe,there is a Communion of Saints. And 
unleſs we be of that Communion, we can never partake 
of the Inheritance of the Saints, 


But the great Queſtion 1s, What it is to be a Saint ? 
or who may be truly and properly calied Saints, Men 
of Holineſs, or Holy Men, as the Word ſignifies ? But 
this we can never fully underſtand, unleſs we firſt ſtate 
the true Notion of Sanctity or Holineſs, from whence 
they are ſo called. Now Holmeſs or Sandtity in its high- 
ct perfection, 1s one of the Perfettions of God him- 
ſelf, who often calls himſelf The Holy One of Iſrael, and 
ſometimes abſolutely, the Holy One. And as He fome- _ 
times ſwears by himfelf, at other times he ſwears by his *'* 52: 
Holineſs : Whereby Hegives usto underſtand, that He Amos 4. -. 
himſelf is Holineſs, or, which is all one, Holineſs is 
himfelf, his own Divine Nature or Effence. And that's 
the reaſon why they who partake of his Holineſs, are fi 12. 
ſaid to partake of hjs Droine Nature. _ + 


And hence it is, that when the holy Angels 
would celebrate the Praiſes of the moſt High God in the 
higheſt manner they can, they cry, Holy, Holy, Holy _ 5. 3: 
is the Lord of Hoſts, the. whole earth is ful of his Glory, "® 
And hence alſo it is, that when God defign'd to make 
Man after his own Image, as|ike him asa Creature could 
be, He made him perfectly holy. And now that this 


Image is defac'd in us, if it be reſtored again to any _ 
0 
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ſo that he becomes a new Man, he is ſaid to be created 
after God, that 1s, after the likeneſs of God, 2 righte- 
ouſneſs, and true holineſs. So that this is the great Per- 
fcction, wherein we were at firſt made, and ought again 
to become like to God our Maker, who therefore Com- 
mands us to be holy as He is Holy. As he who hath cal- 
led yor- 3s holy, - ſo be ye holy in all manner of converſation. 
From whence it appears, That though we cannot be 
holy 1a the ſame meaſure as God is, who is ſo without 
and beyond all meaſure ; yet we ſhould be ſo after the 
ſamemanner as He is, or rather our holineſs ſhonld be 
of the ſame Kind or Nature vvith his, and as like 1t, as 
it is poſſible for it to be. 


Hence therefore as Holineſs, when attributed to God, 
denotes the Purity and Excellency of his Divine Na- 
ture, whereby He is exalted above all things elſe : So 
when attributed to Men, it ſignifies the purity and ex- 
cellency of their Nature. whereby they are refined and 
raiſed above the reſt of Mankind. This the Apoſtle 
teacheth us, where he oppoſeth holineſs touncleanneſs, 
ſaying, God hath not called us unto uncleanneſs, but unto 
holineſs. And David, where he calls the Saints that are 
upon Farth, the excellent ; Implying, that Saints as ſuch, 
excell 511 cthcr Perſons, by reaſon of their holineſs, that 
is the highe7excellency which their Nature is capable of. 
Whic': t21cr-fore doth not confiſt in any particular Acts 
or Habits cither of the Soul or Body, or both together, 
mat in the rectitnde or due temperament of our Nature 
:1 £er:ral, And indeed Holineſs, properly ſo called, 

111177 ele, but that pure and excellent Frame or 
»-111011 Of the whole Man,. whereby all the Facul- 
| the cul and Members of the Body, are reduc'd 
to 
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to their primitive Conſtitution, and become ſuch as God 
at firſe made, and would ſtill have them to be; exerting 
themſelves in their reſpective Places and Offices, accord- 
ing to thole Rules which He hath ſet them. So that 
to our pertecting Holineſs, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
in the fear of God, there 1s required a right and clear 
Underſtanding, a found Judgment, a pure Heart, an 
obedient Will, a good Conſcience, and regular Aﬀe- 
tions, placed every one upon its proper Objects n a 
due manner. And whereſoever the Soul (if I may fo 
ſpeak) is thus all of a-picce, all over ſuch as God would 
have it to be, and ſo agrecaple to his Divine Will, 
there 1s true holineſs, and ſuch a one may be truly ſaid 
to be holy, yea, to be holy as God is holy, as being 
pure and excellent according to his finite Capacity, as 
God himſelf is in his infinite Perfections, 


Now the true Notion of Holineſs or SanCtity being thus 
briefly (tated, we may ecalily underſtand what kind of Per- 
ſons thoſe be, which are here called Saints. For in order 
to a Man's being a true Saint, he muſt firſt have ſo much 
Knowledge of God and Chriſt, as is neceffary to the poſ- 
ſeiling ot his Mind with a due ſcnſe of his Divine 
Majeſty, and with right Apprehenfions of the great My- 
ſtery of our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt, He muſt have a 
found Judgment in all things, elpecially in the Funda- 
mental Articles of the Chriitian Faith, and in all the ne- 
ceſlary Duties required in the Goſpel. He mult have a 
pure and ſincere -leart, in believing all thoſe Articles as 
revealed,and in rertorming all ſuch Duties as requiredby 
God. He mi: have a good Conſcience, a Conſcience 
void of all offence both towards God and towards Men. 
He mult have a pliable and obedient Wil, ready _ 
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all occaſions to chuſe whatſoever his Underſtandin 
rightly inform'd, difates to be good, and to refuſe 
whatſoever he apprehends to be evil. He muſt keep 
his Aﬀections all in their proper order, fixed conſtantly 
upon ſuch Objets which they were at firſt fitted and de- 
fign'd for. He muſt hate, abhor, and ſhun all manner 
of Sin, upon that account only becauſe it is Sin, or the 
natpallen of God's Law, and be heartily troubled 
that he wasever guilty of it. He muſt love God with 
all his Heart and Soul, and fo above all things in the 
World beſides. He muſt bear no grudge, hatred, ma- 
lice, or ill-will againſt any Perſon upon Earth, but love 
his Neighbour as himſelf. He muſt hunger and thirſt 
[ after Righteouſneſs, and delire nothing fo much as to 
| ſerve and pleaſe God, and foto have his Love and Fa- 
vour, whatſoever it coſts him. He muſt not fear them 
which .can kill the Body, but Him only who is able 
| to deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell. He muſt truſt 
in the Lord with all his Heart, and ſupport himſelf un- 
n ; der all the Circumſtances and Occurrences of this Life, 
1 with an humble confidence of his Goodneſs and Mercy 
in Jc{us Chriſt, He mult rejoyce in the Lord always, 
both when he hath, and when he hath not any thing 
elſe to rejoyce in. He muſt be ſober and temperate, 
meck and humble, gentle and peaceable, faithful to his 
word, true to his friend, loving to his enemy, charita- 
ble to the poor, kind and merciful, and juſt to all. In 
x Cor, 15- brief, he muſt be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
i 58. in the work of the Lord, as knowing that his labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 


es 


__ 


And that he may be ſure of: For he who hath at- 
tain'd to ſuch anexcellent Temper as this is, is certainly 
a 
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a real and true Saint, and therefore ſhall as certainly par- \ 

take of that tranſcendent Happineſs, which 1s here cal- b . 

led the Inheritance of the Saints in light. It is called an 

Inheritance, or, as the Word ſignifies alſo, a Lot, inal- 

lufion to that Type of Heaven, the Land of Canaar, 

which was divided among all the Children of 1ſrae! by 

Lot, and is all along in the Old Teſtament called their 

Inheritance. And fo certainly is Heaven in a proper 

and literal Senſe, the Inheritance of the Saints. For 

they being all Regenerate and born again of God,. are 

pom his Children, and as the Apoſtle rightly argues. 

A children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with, , 
briſt. So that all the Saints or Sons of God, in what-17. 

ſoever Age or Place they were born again from the Le- 

ginning to the end of the World, they are all co-heirs, 

and ſohave an equal right and title to this Inheritance; 

not only to ſome part of it, but to the whole, and all 

and every one of them equally pofleſs it all. It is not 

like an Earthly Inheritance, that is divided among the 

coheirs, ſome taking one part of it and ſome another: 

But every one that hath any ſhare in this Heavenly In- 

heritance, enjoysitall himſelf, as much as if he was the 

ſole Heir, and there was none elſe to partake of it but 


himſelf. 


Neither are the Saints Joint-heirs only with one ano- 
\ ther, butasthe Apoſtle there ſpeaks, with Chriſt him- 
ſelf. And if fo, their Inheritance muſt needs be very 
large, For Chriſt is appointed heir of all things. And ifycb. x, 2, 
they be Joint-heirs with him, asbe ſure they are, every 
one of them muſt inherit all things too as He doth. 
And-ſo be ſure they do. For God himlelf aflerts it, 
{aying, He that overcometh, ſhall inherit all things : m_ 
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Rev. 21. 7. ] will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son. Where we may 


obſerve both the vaſt extent of this Inheritance of the 
Saints, and likewiſe the reaſon of it. As to its extent, 
it is not confined to a Pariſh, or County, or Kingdom 
upon Earth, no, not to the whole Earth, nor to the 
Moon nor Sun, nor to any Star, nor to all the Stars of 
Heaven, nor to the whole Heavens where they are, nor 
yet to the greateſt part of the Creation, but extends it 
ſelf to the whole. For they mherit all things; all things 
that are good or amiable, all things that ate pleaſing or 
delightſome, all things that are neceflary or convenient 
for them. All things they can deſire or hope for, all 
things they can love or take comfort in, all things that 
can any way contribute to their Happinels : As all things 
in the whole World ſhall do one way or other. 


Foreven while they are upon Earth, all Things work 
together for their good , how much more when they 
come to Heaven ? Where they ſhall clearly ſee, how all 
things that ever happened to them through the whole 
courſe of their Lives, concurred to bring them thither : 
and fo will be matter of joy and comfort to them when 
they are there, By which means, they will then take 
pleaſure, not only in all the Devotions, Alms, and 
good Works, they ever periorm'd, but likewiſe in all 
the Loſſes, Crofles, and Diſappointments, Pains, Sick- 
nefſes, and Troubles of all forts that ever befell them. 
Yea, and in all things that God ever made, or did, or 
ſuffered to be done in the World. For all things are 
theirs, even while they are here below, as St. Paul at- 


* ſures the Saints at Corinth, ſaying, AP things are yours : 


whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or theworld, or.life, 
or death, or things preſent, or things to come, all are yours. 


All 
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All things are ſettled upon them at their New-birth, 


and when they come to tull Age, that is, as ſoon as they 
get to Heaven, they will have the actual Poſſeſſion of 
all things, and then muſt needs enjoy whatſoever any 
thing in the World can afford them. And what is there 
in the World, but what aftords the Saints in Heaven 
ſomething to delight and pleaſe them? The Heaven 
of Heavens affords them moſt commodious and plea- 
{ant Manſions. All the holy Angels there afford them 
their moſt agrecable Company and Converſation, All 
the Devils and Damned in Hell afford them matter of 
Praiſe and Thankfulncſs to God, that they are not 
there, All the glorious Lights in the Firmament, af- 
ford them a moſt delicious Proſpect. In ſhort, all the 
Animals, and Plants, and Earths, and Stones, and 
Metals, and Minerals, and whatſoever clſe God ever 
made, either in Heaven or Farth, afford them a clear 
and perfe& view of his Divine Perteciions, which 
cannot but affeCt their Hearts with the higheſt Tran- 
{ſports of Joy and Wonder. 


Thus doth every Saint in Heaven Inherit all things. 
All things are his. And it is no maxvel, for God him- 
{elf is his; as it follows in the place before Quoted, 
He ſhall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and 
he ſhall be my Son. He ſhall be my Son, that's the reafon 
heis an Heir; I will be his Ged, that's the reaton that he 
inherits all things. For he who hath him that hath 
all things, .cannot but have all things in Inm.' Yea, an- 
finitely more than all chings elite ; all things that God 
hath made being in a manner nothing in compariſon of 
him that made them. Who tlaerctore to complete the 
Happineſs of his Saints, doth not only give them all 
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He hath, but even himſelf too, ſaying, I will be their 
God, or rather, as the Words ſignitie, I will be God to 
them. By virtue of which Pronule they injoy not only 
whatſoever God hath made or done, but likewiſe what- 
toever He 1s, even all thoſe Infmite, Eternal, Incompre- 
henſible Perfections which are coficentred in Him. 


But here T muſt confeſs my elf at a loſs, not know- 
ing how to conceive, much leſs to expreſs either how 
the Saints in Heaven enjoy God, or how great an Hap- 
pineſs that 1s tothem? Only in general we know they 
{ee God Face to Face, as not only St. Paul, but likewiſe 
St. John acquaints us, ſaying, Beloved, now we are the 


Sons of God : And it doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. 


1 Jol- 3:2: Bt we know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like hint, 


for we ſhall ſee him as he is 


From whence 1t is evident, That they ſee God, not on- 
ly as manifeſting himſelf in his Creatures, but as he is 
in himſelf, Which bleſſed Sight, muſt needs fill them 
with the higheſt Joys their finite Nature is able to bear. 
To ſee Wir{dom, and Power, and Greatneſs, and Good- 
neſs, and Juſtice, and Mercy, and Immenfity, and E- 
ternity ; to ſee the Lord of Hoſts, the chiefeſt, the only 
Good ; to ſce God himſelf, unvailing himſelf, and 
ſhining forth in all his Glory before them, yea, to ſee 
Him ſmiling, as it were, upon them, rejoycing over 
them, meaning himſelf as well-pleaſed with them! 
Who 1s able to conceive how much their bleſſed Souls 
are affected, delighted, tranſported with this bleſſed 
Sight ? None certainly but only they that have it. 
They know, yea, they feel it to be the greateſt, the 
only perfc& Happineſs they can poſſibly enjoy. And 
that 
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that all things elſe could never fatisfie their deſires and 
ſo make them Happy, without this : Whereas this would 
do it without all things elſe. It being impoſlible for 
them to delire any thing, but what they have in God, 
Infinite Goodneſs it ſelf. In whom, by conſequence, 
all their Inclinations meet as in their proper Center , 
and ſo their Minds arealways at reſt and quiet, and their 
Souls full as they can hold of ſolid and ſubſtantial Joy, 
which makes them break forth continually into Praiſes 
and Hallelujahsto Almighty God, and to the Lamb that 
ſitteth upon the Throne, who purchaſed ſuch a Glori- 
ous Inheritance as this is tor them, and ſcttled it upon 
them tor evermore, 


But how can theſe things be > How is it poſſt- 
ble for the Saints in Heaven to ſee God ? To that the 
Apoſtle Anſwers in my Text, by calling it the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints i» light. It is true, All Men are 
born at firſt Spiritually blind, and ſo generally live in 
the Dark, ſeeing no more of God or any ſpiritual Ob- 
ject, than as if there was no fuch thing in being, But 
when a Man is born again, his Eyes are opened, and 


he is turned from darkneſs to light, as well as from the 4# 25 


wer of Satan unto God. And therefore all ſuch are © 


called the Children of light ;, and the Children of the Da ty; 1 Thell, 


becauſe they have «a marvellous light (as St. Peter calls 


it) conſtantly ſhining in them, whereby they diſcover « Per. 2.5- 


many glorious things which lie perfectly hid to all other 
Mortals. By this Eliſha's Servant, when his Eyes were 


opened, ſaw the Mountain full of Horſes and Chariots 0 2 King 5, 


fire, even a whole Legion of the Heavenly Hoſt, round 


about his Maſter. By this St. Stephen ſaw the Flexvens 0- a 
pened, and Chriſt ſtanding at the right hand of God; yea, 5, © 


by 
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by this Moſes ſaw hinz #hat 3s inviſible, God himſelf. And 


thus all that are real Saints, being the Children of Light, 
{ce more cr lefs of God; at leaſt ſo much as to make 
them Love, and Deſire, and Fear, and Truft on Him 
above all things in the World. Indeed they cannot 
ſce his Face and live, as He himſelf told Moſes : But 
they ſee him as Moſes did, in Is Back-parts, in his 
Works, the Effects and Products of his Divine Pertecti- 
ons. And the reaſon why they cannot ſee his Face and 
live in this World, is becauſc they are {ll in their im- 
perfc& State. and therefore cannot poſlibly have a per- 
tcC& ſight of ſo Glorious a Being ; or 1t they had, it 
would ſtrike them Dead, for they could not poſlibly 
bear it; or as Fob expreſſeth it, by reaſon of Lis highneſs 
they conld not endure, fo as tolive under it. But ſeeing 
God himſelt faith, that no Man ſhall fee his Face, and 
live ; He thercby gives us to underſtand, That ſome 
ſhall ſee his Face when they are Dead, and departed out 
of this Lite. 


And ſo queſtionleſs do all the Saints that are in Hea- 
ven. For they live in a City which hath no need of the 
Sun, nor of the Moon to ſhine in it : For the glory of God 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. Or as 
the Prophet [ſaiah words it, The Lord is to them an ever- 
laſting light. So that as the Sun 1s to us upon Earth, 
the fountain of all that Light whereby we ſce any Object 
here below ; ſo to the Saints that are above in Heaven, 
God himſelf is pleaſed to iflue forth Light immediately 
from himſelf, which exceeds the light of the Sun, infi- 
nitely more than that exceeds the glimmering of a Glo- 
worm. Neither doth it only ſhine, as the fun doth, 
upon them, but into them, and ſo enlightens _ 
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themſelves too, as well as all things that are about . 
them And what is there in the World which 
they cannot ſee by ſuch a Glorious, ſuch an Infinite 
Light as this is? By this light they ſee nct only 
the ſuperficies, but the very ſubſtance and contexture 
of every. creature they have a mind to look upon, 
as exactly as if it was perfectly anatomized and laid 
open before them. By this they ſee the ſeveral vertues, 
qualities, and operations of things here below, and 
the great ends and purpoſes tor which they arc 
deſigned. By this, they ſee the cauſes of the eb- 
bing and flowing of the Sea, and other great Pha- 
nomena of nature, which ſo much puzzle Philoſo- 
phy, and make it but a meer- conjecture. By this, 
they ſee the ſecret and wonderfull Powers that 
God hath put into all Animals and Vegetables, of 
propagating their reſpective Species, ſo that none 
of them ever did, or can ever fail to be in the 
World. By this, they ſee both the compoſition and 
the ſeveral motions of the Sun and all the other 
Planets, as well as fixed Stars, and what influences 
they have upon terreſtrial bodies. By this, they 
ſee the wiſe eſtabliſhment of ſecond Cauſes, how 
they depend upon one another, and all upon the 
firſt. The fight of which, and ſuch-like things, 
muſt needs be an extraordinary pleaſure to them ; 
by reaſon of the moſt admirable Art and Contri- 
vance they obſerve in them ; and allo becauſe their 
faculties are by this means employed to the pro- 
per uſes, for which they were made, and to which 
they therefore tend. For as God made all things 
for the manifeſtation of his own glory, he endued 


Men with Reaſon on purpoſe, that they might be- 
C hold 
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hold and admire the glory of thoſe Perfeftions, 
which he manifeſted in them. And hence it 1s, 
that ( all things naturally tending to their end ) all 
Men naturally deſire to know, and many apply their 
minds wholly to find out ſuch things as thoſe are. 
And if they can but gueſs at any of them with the 
leaſt ſhew of reaſon, or ſo much as probability, they 
are mightily pleaſed with it. But what a pleaſure 
then muſt it be, to have a full view and pro- 
ſpect of them, and of that infinite Wiſdom, Power, 
and . Goodneſs which appeareth in them, as the 
Saints in Heaven have, by that light which ſhines 
upon their Inheritance ? 


Morcover, by this Light they look back upon 
their former lives, and ſee the ſteady Hand of 
Providence ordering and over-ruling, not only the 
greater occurrences, but even the leaſt circumſtances 
in them; and the Holy Spirit of God making ſome 
uſe or other of every one of them, to work them 
over to himſelf. By this, they ſee God's infinite 
Love and Goodneſs to his Church Militant here 
on Earth, in all the ſtraits and difficulties he brings 
it into, and how good and neceſlary it is for it, 
that every thing ſhould be juſt as it is. 


By this, they ſee the holy Angels and all their fel- *! 
low Citizens in the new Hieruſalem, and converle fami- 
larly with them, as we do with one another. By this, 
they ſee their ever Bleſſed Saviour, the Eternal Son of 
God in their Nature exalted at the Right Hand of the 
Father, far above all Principality, and Power, and 4 
Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is named & 
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in Heaven or Earth. By this, they ſce all the Glory 


which the Father hath given him, as he himſelf once ſoh. r7. 
prayed they might, Yea, by this, they ſee the moſt 24: 


High God Face to Face, even as we ſce the Sun by his 
own light : and that too, as clearly, as fully, as per- 
fefly as it is poſſible for Creatures to do it. Which fo 
refreſhes, enlivegs, elevates, and cheers their Spirits, 
that they are always rejoycing and ſinging, and praiſing 
God ; admiring, adoring, magnifying and giving 
thanks to his Almighty, All-glorious, and All-gracious 
Majeſty, Father Son and Holy Ghoſt, for His Creating, 
Redeeming, and SanCtifying them ſo as to bring them 


* through'the various changes and chances of this mor- 


tal Lite, to ſuch an Inheritance, incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth notaway, eternal-in the Heavens, 
in Glory, in Bliſs, in Light it elf. 


And now we are got upon the Mount, how well Mart. 17. 


may we ſay with the Apoſtles, It is good for us to be* 


here: Let us ſet up our Tents, and dwell continually 
upon the Contemplation of this glorious Inheritance 
of the Saints in light! But alas! how far as yet are 
we diſtant from it 2 how unworthy of it? how un- 
meet for it? What a deal of Work have we to do 
before we can get thither ? But blefled be God, 
we are in the ready way, living in ſuch a Church 
wherein we have all things that can be defired 
in order to it. Let us not then deſpair, but 
uſe the utmoſt of our care and ſtudy to qualifie our 
ſclves aright for it, and we cannot mils of it. 


For which purpoſe therefore let us conſider in the 
next place, how we may be rightly qualified, or, as 
2 tne 
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the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, »rade meet to be partakers of this 
Inheritance of the Saints in light ? 


Where we may obſerve by the way, That the Apo- 
ſtle here ſuppoſeth, or rather takes it for granted, 
that all Men are not meet for it, Than which nothing 
can be more certain. None being meet to partake of the 
Inheritance of the Saints, but only they who are Saints 


themſelves. God himſelf hath excluded all others þ 

from it, by his eternal and irrevocable Decree, that Y 
Heb. 12. without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. And indeed, ; 
” none but Saints are ſubjects capable of it. For all others 


being ſtill in their natural .and ſinful Eſtate, their Minds 
are ſo ſtuffed with vitious and groſs Humours, that 
they cannot ſee the light; and ſo wholly inclined and | 
bent upon ſenſual Objects, that they can take no plea- ; 
ſure in the joys of Heaven. But rather being altoge- 

ther unclean and carnal, they have an utter averſion, 

if not an antipathy, againſt ſuch pure and ſpiritual 
Delights, as being dire&ly contrary to their corrupt 
Nature. Infomuch that Heaven it ſelf would ſeem | 
more like Hell than Heaven to them. The Place 
would ſeem melancholly, the Company irkſone, the 
Work tedious, the Light troubleſome, every thing un- 
calie and diſagreeable. 


As ſuppoſe it ſhould pleaſe Almighty God to take 
us all up immediately from this Place into the higheſt 
Heavens, and there ſet us all juſt at our Saviour's Elbow. 
All ſach who are real Saints among us, who love God 
above all things, how glad would they be to ſee him' 
they love? to ſce their Saviour ſhining 1n all his Glory ? 


How, ſuddenly would they ſtrike up with the Choir of 
Heaven 
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Heaven in ſinging forth the praiſes of him that brought 
them thither 2 What infinite pleaſure would they take 
in the Place, the Work, the Company, and every 
thing they ſee there? but as for others, who are (til! 
in their ſins, and mind only Earthly things, how ſad 
and diſconſolate would they be 2 they would wonder 
to ſee the Saints ſo pleaſant and joyfull ; for as for 
their parts, they can ſee nothing there, which they 
care for. In the nud{t of light, they would be till in 
darkneſs : In ſorrow, in the midſt of joys. They can- 
not hear that Heavenly Mulick ; or if they did, it would 
ſound harſh, all Diſcords to them. They cannot taſt of 
thoſe ſpiritual Dainties; or if they dzd, they could nor 
reliſh, nor find any ſweetne(s in them. They cannot 
ſee the Face of God; or if they did, they would not 
be pleaſed, but terrified and confounded at it ; and 
wiſh with all their Souls to be out of that fad Place 
again, that they might mind the buſineſs, and en- 
joy the pleaſures they like better. If that be Hea- 
ven, they never deſire to come there any more. 
And- all becauſe they want that Principle of true 
grace and holineſs, which ſhould make them Saints, 
and fo capacitate them for the enjoyment of thoſe 
holy Pleaſures, without which a blind Man may as 
well delight in Pictures, the deat in Mulick, yea a 
brute bealt in Metaphylicks, as they in Heaven 0: 
in God himſclt. 


By this therefore we may ſee how neceffary it 
is to be holy before we can be happy ; pure in 
Heart, before we can ſee God ; real and true Saints, 
before we can partake of their Inheritance in light. 
And by conſequence, as ever we delire to go to Hea- 
VEll 
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ven when we dye, we muſt take care while we 
live, to get our Hearts purged from all corrupt 
AﬀeCctions, our Minds enlightened and our Souls 
ſanctified throughout, and inclined wholly unto God, 
ſo as to prefer him at leaſt in ſome degree before all 
things elſe; that ſo we may go out of this World, 
rightly diſpoſed and fitted to behold the light of 
his Countenance, and to ſolace our fclves in it, as 
the higheſt Object of our Souls deſires. And then we 
may be ſure that our deſires ſhall be fully ſatisfied : For 
our Souls will be no ſooner looſned from our Bodies, 
but they will be immediately carried up to Heaven, 
and there partake of the Inheritance of the Saints in 
light. And at the laſt Day, our Bodies ſhall be uni- 
ted to our Souls again, and then both in Soul and Body, 
we ſhall enjoy all we can defire for evermore. 


But who 1s ſufficient for theſe things >? How can we 
"who were born, and have lived ſo long in Sin, ever be 
made ſo pure and holy, as to be meet to live with 
Saints and Angels, with Chriſt and God himſelf in 
the World to come ? It is, I confeſs, no eafie matter : 
But howſoever it is poſſible for every one here preſent 
to be ſo. Nay more than that, none of us can fail of 
it, unleſs we be failing to our ſelves in our endeavours 
after it. As we may eaſily perceive, if we do but con- 
ſider how others have * been ; and ſo how we our 
ſelves may be fanctified or made Saints, if we do but 
{:t our ſelves in good earneſt about it. 


For which End, we may obſerve, That this being 
too great a Work for us to do by our own {trength, 
the Eternal Son of God himſelf was pleaſed to under- 

take 
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take it for us. And for that purpoſe, having taken our 
Nature upon him, he gave himſelt for us, as to redeem 


us from all iniquity, fo to purifie to himſelf a peculiar Tit. 2. 14, 


people, zealous of good works. And fo he is made unto us, 


Wiſdom as well as Righteouſneſs; Sandification as well ag1 Cor... 
Redemption ; that as we are juſtified and redeemed from” 


our ſins, ſo we may be made wiſe and holy through 
him ; who is the Fountain as of all the good things 
we do or can enjoy, ſo likewiſe of all the goodneſs 
and vertue we are or can be endued with. It all 
flows from him ; who therefore tells us, that without 
hint we can do nothing. But by him, there is nothing 
but we can do. As St. Pal found by experience, fay- 


Joh. 15. 5» 


ing, Ican doall things through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth Phil. 4.13. 


me. 


Hence therefore if we deſire to be made holy, we 
mult apply our ſelves to Chriſt, who although he be 
now 1m Heaven as to his Humane Nature, yet he 1s al- 
ways preſent with us here below, both in his Divine 
Perſon, and alſo by his Holy Spirit, and fo is ready 
upon all occaſions to afliſt us in our endeavours after 
Picty, and to crown them with that ſucceſs, as to make 
us ſincerely Pious. For which purpole, as he ſanctified 
our humane nature in general by aſſuming it into his 
Divine Perſon ; ſo he tanCtifieth our humane Perſons 
in particular, by making us partakers of his Divine 
Nature : Which he doth, by ſending his Holy Spirit, 
of the ſame Divine Nature with himſelf, into our 
Hearts, which by degrees makes us alſo holy and {p1i- 
ritual, and ſo in our Capacines, like unto himſelf, anc 
partakers of his own Nature, 


No 
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Now the great thing which he requires of us, in 
order to his doing this great Work for us, 15, that we 
believe in him. For he himſelf faith, that we are 

AR.26.18.ſaniified by faith that is in him. Not by believing only 
his Goſpel 1n general to be true, but by believing parti- 
cularly in himſelf, ſo as to have a ſure truſt and conft- 
dence on him, to give us ſuch Illuminations and Affiſt- 
ances of his Holy Spirit, whereby we may be turned 
trom darkneſs tolight, and from the power of Satan unto 
God, and ſo be made ſincerely, as he 1s infinitely Pure 

| and Holy. And indeed, this 1s the firſt and great thing 
that we ought to believe and truſt in our Saviour for : 
and that which 1s the foundation of all our other Ex- 
pectations from him, For we have no ground to ex- 
pect either Pardon, or any other Bleſling at his Hands, 
untill we repent and be converted, But if we firmly 
believe and depend upon him in the firſt place for 
Grace to repent and turn to God, and ſotobecome ho- 

. ly and new Creatures, according to the Promiſes that 

he hath made us to that purpoſe z as he will then moſt 
certainly perform ſuch Promiſes to us, ſo all the other 
Bleſſings that he hath purchaſed for us, will then 
follow in courſe. For if we be truly fanCtified and 
made holy, then our Sins will beall pardoned, our Per- 
ſons juſtified, our Duties accepted, God reconciled to 
us, and at length our Souls eternally ſaved. But 
all theſe things depend upon -our being firſt ſanCtified 
by him, as that doth upon our believing in him. 


— 


Eple£2.8, But Faith, as the Apoſtle ſaith, is the Gift of God; 
and therefore if we dcſire to believe ſo as to be ſanCti- 
fied, we muſt ask and expect it from him, in the uſe of 
thoſe Meancs which he hath appointed both for the beget- 
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ting and increaſing of it. We muſt Read, and Hear, 
and Meditate upon his Holy Word. We muſt Faſtand 
Pray, and receive the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. 
For theſe are the ordinary Means which God hath e- 
ſtabliſhed in his Church, whereby ta make known him- 
felf unto us, to convince us of the truth and certainty 
of his Promiſes, and ſo work and confirm in us a true 
belief of them, by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
for that purpoſe doth continually affiſt and influence 
the adminiſtration and performance of ſuch Duties ; 
which therefore are not only holy Duties inthemſelves, 
but-the Means too whereby we may become holy. 


But for that purpoſe, we muſt performs, not only 
one or more, but all of them, ſo as to go through the 
whole Courſe that God hath preſcribed for the healing 
of our ſpiritual Diſtempers, and for the reſtoring us to 
a ſound trame and conſtitution of Mind, wherein, as I 
have ſhewn, the nature of true holineſs properly con- 
fiſts. 


And that we muſt do too, not only now and then, 
but through the whole courie of our lives, fo as to 
be conſtantly, as much as poſſibly we can, . employed 
in ſome or other of theſe holy Exerciſes ; not in 
a careleſs and ſuperficial manner, but heartily, ſincerely, 
earneſtly, as for our lives ; for our lives, our eternal 
lives in a great meaſure depend upon it. For it is by 
our continual exerciſe of thoſe holy Duties an41 the 
Grace of God always Accompanying of them, that 
our Hearts are inſenſibly taken off from Sin and the 
World, and raiſed up higher and higher towards God 
and Heaven, till at length our whole (culs teing fanct; : 
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fied by a quick and lively Faith in Chriſt, we are 
made meet to be partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints 
in light. 


And what cauſe have they who are ſo, to give 
thanks, as St. Paul Here doth, to God the Father 
for it? For the whole of our Salvation from firſt to 
Laſt, muſt be aſcribed unto him. It 1s begun, con- 

JoH.z. 16,tinued, and ended all in him. For it was he, who ſo 
loved the World, that he gave his onely Begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 

'Rom.8.32.Laſting life. It was He, who ſpared not this his Son, but 

livered him: up to be Tempted, to be ſcourged, 
to be Spit upon, to be Arraigned, Condemned, 
Crucified, and all for us and for our Salvation. It was 

AR. 3. 26. He, who having raiſed up this his Sor Feſus, ſent hin 
to bleſs #5, by turning every one of us from his inquities. 

2 Cor. 5s. And made him who knew no ſin, to be ſon for us, that 

"® we might be made the righteouſneſs of God in him. It was 

AR.'s. 34. he, who hath exalted him with his own right hand, to 
be both a Prince and a Saviour, for to give reprentance and 
remiſſion of ſms. It is He, who hath paſſed by the 
greateſt part of Mankind, and hath revealed Himſelf 
and his Son to us, the unworthieſt of all his Crea- 
tures. It was He, who cauſed us to be born and bred 
within the Pale of his Holy Catholick Church, and in 
one of the ſfoundeſt and pureſt parts of it upon the 
face of the whole Earth. It is He, who ſtill continues 
the means of Grace to us, and us to them, and his 
Bleſſing both to them and us. It is He, who gives us 

his Holy Spirit, to mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, and 
to quicken us with newneſs of life; to raiſe up our 
Minds from the World, and fix them upon himſelf; to 
keep 
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keep us from evil, and toenable us to do, or ſuffer any 
thing we can for his fake. It 1s He, who cails upon 
us continually by the miniſtery of his Word, to Re- 

nt and Believe the Goſpel, and gives us grace to do 
it. Ina Word, It is He, who doch than me, the un- 
worthieſt of all his Miniſters, at this time to acquaint 
70u in his Name, how ye may be meet partakers of the 
nheritance of the Saints in Light ;, and It is He alone 


can make you ſo. 


And therefore all who are fo made, may well join 
with the Choire of Heaven, in thoſe Seraphick An- 
thems we find them finging in the Revelations, Salva- Revel. 7. 
tion to our God which ſitteth upon the throne, and to the 2% 
Lamb. Amen: Bleſſing, and glory, and wiſdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


— TT N 4.6 


i 


BOOKS Printed for, and Sold by Thomas Speed. 


HE Duties of the Cloſer. Being an earneſt Exhorration to Private 
Devotion. The Second Edition. Twelves. Price 1 s. 6 d. 
wo Sermons,one Preach'd before the King, the other before the Lord 
_—_— Boch By Sir William Dawes, Baronet. D. D. And Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his Majeſty. Quarto. Price 6d, each 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mrs. Elizabeth Fiſher, Siſter to the Honourable 
Sir William Dawes, Baronet, D. D. And Wite of the Reverend Dr. Peter 
Fiſher Preached at Bennington in Hertfordſhire, June 2d. 1598,By William Milner, 
Vicar of Shiphall in Hertfordſhire, Quarto. Price 6 d. __ 


| . 


4 « 


. ; Ys... = 97" Ne, 
Books pg” and Sold by Thomas Speed. be 
IY : You Y 2 *. 7, a 
Of the Happineſs of the $a)0%\ tm Heaven : 8's Preach'd before the Queen... hh 
ar Whice Hall, Oobey 12, 1690. By Willien B yD.D. ReQtor of Se Peters z 
Cornhill. The FourtvEdicion, Quarto, Price 64," © *X D by 2 
Converſation in Heaven : jn Two Parts. The firſt 'Devorions 5 ; 
of Medicarions and Prayers on ſeveral conſiderable ſubje&ts in Praftica 
vinity. ' Written for the raiſing the Decay'd Spirit of Piety; Partche 2d. b&" ua | 
ing Sacramental Devotions, contiſting of Meditations and Prayers Preparatory © WER 
unto a worthy Receiving of the Holy Communion :_ As alſo Meditations and © 
Prayers ſuited ro every part of Adminiſtring and Receiving it, By Dr Lawrence 
Smith, ReQor of South-warmborough ' in Hampſhire... The Third Edition. wirh L 
large Additions and Alcerations, 12ws. Price 3.. 
A Sermon ar the Funeral of the Reverend Mr. Thomas Grey, late Vicar 
of Dedham in Eſſex, Preached in the- Parſh- Church of Dedham, Feb. 2d. 92. 
with a ſhore Account of his Lite, By Foſeph P.wel, M. A. Reftor of St. Mary 
on the Wall in Colcheſter, Quarto, Price. 6 d. 2 
The Death of Good Joſiah Lamented. A Sermon occafjoned by the Death 
of our late moſt. Gracious Soveraign Queen - Mary of cyer. Bleſſed Memory, 
Preachedar Balſham. in Cambridgeſhire, March 3d. 9s, By Joſeph Powel, 'M. A, 
Redtor of Balfham, Quarto. Price $5 d, x ; 
The — of a preſent Repentance, A Sermon preached before the 
Lord Mayor and Court-of Aldermen, March 1oth. By William Bramſton, Chap- 
lain in Ordinary to his Majeſty, Quarto, Prize- 6 d. 
Immoderate Mourning for che Dead, proved unreaſonable and unchriſtian”; 
Or ſome Conſiderations of General .uſe to allay., our Sorrow for Deceaicd 
'Friends and: Relations, bur more eſpecially intended for Comfort to Parents 
upon the Death of their Children. By John Owen, Chaptain to rhe Right Ho+ 
nourable Hemy, Lord Grey of Ruthen. 8*. Price 1 s. 
A Moral diſcourſe of the Power ot Intereſt, By D. A. Med Doc. 89, 
Price 15. 6d, 
Religion the only Happineſs, A poem, in a Letter to a Friend, 40. Price 64 
. A Dialogue between Alkali and Acid ; Containing divers Philotopkical and 
Medicinal Conſiderations, wherein a late Pretended New Hiporhefis, afſerting 
Alkali the Cauſe, ang Acid the Cure.of-all Diſeaſes; is proved groundleſs and 
dangerous : Feing a Specimen of the, ImmodeſtScit-applauſe, Shameful Con- 
rempr, and abuſe of all Phyſicians, groſs miſtakes and great -Ignorance of the 
Pretender Fohn Colbatch, By Thomas Emes, Chirurgo Medicus, The Second 
Edition 80, Price 15. | | 
© Pharmacopzius & Chimicus Symmyſte ; ſeu Pharmacopzia Chymica. In Qua M.- 
dicamenta Alphabetice digeſia tam Chimica quam Officinalia, Scitu digniſſima, uno 
quaſt intuitu legenda ſimul & pernofcenda., Lettori Subjiciurhur.* Aithare [| oſhua 
Laſher; M. D. gy Coll. Div. Johan. Bapt. in Univer. Oxon, olim Socio. 1.25, PIice2 5. 
Pharmacopzig Collegii-Kegalss Londini-Remedia omnia Succintte deſcript' ;, ina 
cum Catalogo Simplicium Ordine Alphabetico digeftorum: quibus annexum eſt Manuale 
* ad Firum : nee-nan Pinax . Poſographicus. Eaitio tertia Prioribus Emendatior (5 
Auttior. Huic inſuper adjiciuntur Pharmaca nunulla in uſu hodjerno apud Medics | 
Lundinenſes, Acceſit item in Calce Proſodia Medica obſeryatu non Indigna. Cura ny 
Jac. Shipton Pharmacopei Lond. 12% Price 2s, - 
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